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At the end of this block, pupils will ...
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Fastenings have Select appropriate
different functions fastenings and
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attach them to fabric
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space between the button George de Mestral 7 5
button and fabric (1907 — 1990) Velcro® \J VELCRO

Design or Technology History:

George de Mestral (1907 — 1990)

George de Mestral was a Swiss electrical engineer, best known for his invention of Velcro©. Mestral first
conceptualised the hook and loop fastening system after returning from a hunting trip with his dog in the Alps
in 1941. After removing several of the burdock burrs that kept sticking to his clothes and his dog's fur, he
became curious as to how it worked. He examined the burrs under a microscope and noted hundreds of
‘hooks’ that caught on anything with a loop, such as clothing, animal fur or hair. He saw the possibility of
binding two materials reversibly in a simple fashion, if he could replicate the hooks and loops. Mestral worked
on his invention for ten years, successfully achieving a patent for his design in 1955.

Core Knowledge

Explanation

A shank is a short stem on the underside of a button that allows

shank there to be a gap between the button and the cloth it is attached
to.
burr A burr is a seed container covered in tiny hooks, which attaches to

animal fur and clothing, facilitating effective dispersal.

hook and loop

Hook and loop is a fastening system using two sides of material:
one covered in hooks and the other covered in loops.

Technical Vocabulary

Definition

buckle (noun)

a piece of metal at one end of a belt or strap, used to fasten the
two ends together

fastener

a button, zip or other device for temporarily joining together
the parts of things such as clothes

raw edges

an unfinished, rough or undecorated edge




