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Dear Parents/guardians, 

 My name is Dr. Mandy Hartley, and I am excited to have been invited to speak to your children about my work 

as a children’s author and scientist. I have a PhD in genetics and have worked with DNA for over 15 years, using it 

to help people with genetic diseases and working on high profile forensic cases. I even helped set up the forensic 

laboratories used by the Norfolk Constabulary. It was these experiences that helped me write a series of books called 

“The DNA Detectives”. 

The “DNA Detectives” are the first ever children’s fiction books for 7 – 12-year-olds where the characters in the story 

become forensic scientists and use DNA to solve a crime! My first book (Catch a Thief) won the Association for 

Science Education Book award which I am very proud of! 

The books are based on my passion for science and love of writing, my experience working with DNA and my own 

children and pet dog Milly. They were written to inspire children with a love of science and reading and hopefully 

to encourage our next generation of scientists!  

 

The DNA Detectives – To Catch a Thief (Winner of ASE Book prize in 2018) 

In this first book we are introduced to Annabelle and Harry, the characters in the story. The adventure 

starts when their pet dog Milly goes missing. Has she been stolen? The children decide to become 

“DNA Detectives” and use DNA to find out the identity of the thief and to bring her home. 

   

The DNA Detectives – The Smuggler’s Daughter 

Annabelle and Harry are off on holiday to Cornwall. The adventure starts with the discovery of a 

beautiful locket in a rock pool. But how did it get there? The “DNA Detectives” second adventure has 

begun and so unravels an exciting story from the past brought to the present, a story of secret 

tunnels, smugglers, and long-lost treasure!                

 

 

The DNA Detectives – The Stone Age Mystery 

The adventure starts when the school hall collapses. Annabelle and Harry discover a secret cave and 

an ancient grave. But someone has been there before them. They have been stealing artefacts from the 

grave. Can Annabelle and Harry catch the thief? Can DNA from the skeleton reveal the story behind 

this ancient grave? Find out how archaeologists can use DNA to answer questions about the past! 

                                                                                                                                                             

The DNA Detectives – The Riddle of the Viking Treasure (shortlisted for the ASE Book prize in 2024) 

This story is set in lock down. A family kayak trip leads to discovery of a gold sword. But where are 

the rest of the Viking artefacts stolen from the Castle Museum buried? Alongside the forensic 

evidence, Annabelle and Harry discover how the natural habitat can leave traces of pollen, soil and 

plant fragments behind. They can use this to catch the thief. An exciting adventure of Viking 

history, forensic science and ecology.   

 

The books are £6.99 each, £18 for three or £24 for all four If your child would like a signed copy with a special 

message, please complete the book order form. I hope your children enjoyed finding out what it’s like to be an author 

and scientist, and that they will enjoy reading the books as much as I enjoyed writing them! 
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Book order form 

If your child would like a copy/copies of my books please complete this form and return it to the school with 

the name of your child/children and their class/classes on the front of the envelope. If paying via cash 

please include the money in the envelope. If preferred you can pay via BACs using the details below, but 

please also return the form to school as stated above. 

BACs details are as follows: Amanda L. Hartley, sort code: 60-15-31, account number: 74797158. Please 

put your name as the reference. 

Your details: 

Name of parent/guardian Name of child/children Class 

   

   

 

Book details & Cost (£6.99 each, 3 for £18 or 4 for £24): 

 

Please write the special message you would like for your child below or anything you would like me to 

mention: 

 

 

 

 

Checklist; 

Please return to school;                                                                                                            

• Completed form (with your/children’s details, books required, total cost, special message etc) in 

an envelope with the name of child and class on the front.. 

 

• Tick payment method on form – For cash payments place money for books in envelope. For BACs 

payments, use details as above using your name as the reference. 

 

Once I have received everything, I will sign the books and deliver them to the school as soon as possible 

ready for your child to enjoy. Happy reading and thank you for your order. 

Books Number required 

The DNA Detectives  - To catch a thief  

The DNA Detectives - The Smugglers Daughter  

The DNA Detectives - The Stone Age mystery  

The DNA Detectives - The Riddle of the Viking 

Treasure 

 

Total cost  

Payment details (please tick) CASH   BACS 


